


Democracyon Trial

Mohamed Nasheed has been charged by
the Gayoom regime with terrorism and
sedition. He has not been able to prepare a
defence as neither he nor his defence team
are aware of the specific charges against him.

The Maldives has no separation of powers:
President Gayoom is both head of the
executive and the judiciary. Gayoom also
head of the DRP party is - in effect -
deciding the fate of the opposition party
leader.

Despite regime claims to be
heavily in debt following the
tsunami Gayoom continues to
spend the 14th highest
proportion of GDP on military
expenditure in the world.

HUMAN RIGHTS 
CRISIS in Maldives
12th August, Mohamed Nasheed began a
peaceful vigil in the capital Male' in
remembrance of the crackdown on
peaceful demonstrators a year before,
known locally as Black Friday. He was
dragged away by dozens of heavily armed
riot police.

Demonstrations calling for his release and
the resignation of President Gayoom
followed. Days of civil unrest were plagued
by the arbitrary arrest and torture of
hundreds of pro-democracy activists;
many remain in detention.Tear gas and
rubber bullets were used against largely
peaceful crowds.

Who is Friends of Maldives?
FOM was set up in 2003 as 
a Human Rights organisation
dedicated to increasing awareness of
Human Rights abuses in Maldives.

Our objectives include

€ Foster Human Rights and Freedom of 
expression

€ Encourage responsible and ethical 
approach to tourism

€ Develop cultural links with Maldives 

€ Liverpool Polytechnic Graduate

€ 1990 Journalist in Maldives with 
Sanghu magazine

€ Arrested for critical article of the 
government

€ Spent 3 years in jail where he was 
tortured 

€ Became Amnesty Prisoner of Conscience 
and Honorary member of English PEN

€ Elected MP for Male• in 1999

€ Framed by the Maldivian authorities and 
banished for two and a half years

€ Fled Maldives and obtained 
Asylum in UK in 2004 

€ Appointed chairman of Maldivian 
Democratic Party (MDP)  

€ In April 2005 he relinquished his asylum 
and returned to the Maldives to a warm 
welcome by the people of Male•

€ He now awaits trial for terrorism 
and sedition.  

PROFILE

Mohamed 
Nasheed 

Born 17th May 1967
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