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His Excellency President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 

The President’s Palace 

Maafannu Theemuge 

Malé 2002 

Republic of Maldives 

 

Fax: 00 960 32 55 00 

 

25 August 2005  

 

Your Excellency, 

We the undersigned members of the English Centre of PEN, the 

international association of writers, are appalled to learn of the arrest of 

our fellow writer and honorary member Mohamed Nasheed, during a 

peaceful protest on 12 August. We understand that he has since been 

charged with terrorism and activities against the state. 

We believe that the charges against Mohamed Nasheed are in 

retaliation for his work as a dissident writer and reformist politician. 

Mohamed Nasheed is internationally renowned and was granted 

political asylum by the British government, who are fully aware of his 

circumstances and to whom we are sending a copy of this letter.  

We call for the immediate and unconditional release of Mohamed 

Nasheed, together with all those found to be detained in contravention 

of their internationally recognised right to freedom of expression and 

association. 

We would welcome your comments on our appeal. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Alastair Niven, President, English Centre of PEN 

 
Carole Seymour-Jones,  

Chair, Writers in Prison Committee, English PEN 
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